ETH D-BSSE
building WRO 1058, Mattenstrasse 26, Basel
research laboratories remodel in stages
Summary
For the first stages of construction by mid-2008, Syngenta AG was
Contracting Authority with ETH D-BSSE as tenant. After the change of
ownership, the ETHZ acted as principal.
The office Wirth + Wirth Architects as general designer supervised the
conversion stages for the different research groups and professorships as
well as the adjustments of the technical infrastructure in close cooperation
with Mr Bürckert as a user representative of the D-BSSE.
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General structural adjustments:
As part of the progressive expansion of the D-BSSE, the ground floor and
two underground floors of the eight storey building were rebuilt at different
times where the existing technical infrastructure was used and adapted,
renewed or extended. The
conversions were carried out during operation times of the building.
Despite the different stages, great attention has been paid for a uniform
redesign of the entire building, in particular to communication and public
areas. Existing offices on the 7th and 8th floor were renovated and a cafeteria
built with important communicative function. The 6th floor (engineering and
storage basement) underwent only minor adjustments. In the typical
laboratory floors 1st to 5th floor, laboratories of basic equipment and work
spaces was generally provided. Individual additions and adjustments to the
equipment were made depending on the needs of the individual research
groups and professorships. On the ground floor, a new entrance to
Mattenstrasse, seminar and training rooms, and a meeting room were built.
Existing laboratory on the ground floor was rehabilitated. Additional
laboratories, equipment rooms, microscopy rooms, robots rooms, clean
rooms and other infrastructure facilities for research were built on the 1st
basement level.
The installation of Microscopy Centre CINA on the second basement level not
only presented a special challenge of high-tech means, but at the same time
met the highest standards of earthquake and drought resistance, as well as
room climatic conditions.
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